
three circular walks from

Budworth Pool
2¼ miles: Easy

Follow tracks and green lanes through village
and countryside to an attractive lake.

Little Budworth Common
2¾ miles: Easy

Explore our local country park, a rare area
of lowland heathland designated as an SSSI.

Oulton Park and Eaton
7½ miles: Moderate

Skirt Oulton Park to the attractive village of
Eaton, returning via Little Budworth Common.

The Red Lion
Little Budworth, Cheshire
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Little Budworth Common (right) is a designated Site of Special Scientific
Interest, described as "one of the best surviving examples of lowland

heath in Cheshire". A mosaic of heath and woodland with occasional wet
areas, it supports three species of heather and other locally rare plants

such as white sedge, cotton-grass, bilberry, cranberry and sundew.

Eaton (left) is an attractive village centred on this village cross. The cross
itself is modern, but the stepped base is at least 300 years old. The village
has several delightful half-timbered buildings. Look out for some sand-
stone cylinders in a wall of a farm entrance in Edgewell Lane – these are
the cores from boreholes drilled at the start of the Second World War.

Photo: Jeff Buck cc-by-sa/2.0

Although clearly dammed, Budworth Pool may be semi-natural in origin, and there are claims that it has
been used by villagers since 1372. The mill, once a flour mill, is on the site of an earlier building transferred
in a deed of 1369; in 1850 it was known as Walk Mill, and it was converted into a dwelling in the 1980s.

Little Budworth’s pinfold dates back to the 17th or
18th century. Pinfolds or pounds were used to
hold stray animals until they could be claimed
by their owners on payment of a fine.



Budworth Pool
2¼ miles: Easy
Allow 1–1½ hours. May be muddy in places. Three stiles.

1 From the front door, turn left and walk down the main village street.
Pass the end of Booth Avenue and continue past the Church Room
on your left. 2  Turn right by the War Memorial and walk pas the
Egerton Arms and Oulton Park Cricket Club. 3 Turn right at the road
junction by the Pinfold. 4 Almost immediately, turn left into a track
with a ‘Restricted Byway’ sign. 5 Follow the track past a house on the
left; when the track turns left into a private property, follow the
narrow path straight ahead that descends to a stream amongst trees.
6 On meeting a wider track, turn right. 7 The main track bends left;
take a sunken, tree-lined path straight ahead. 8 This path shortly
meets another track at a Delamere Loop sign; turn right. 9 At a large
house on the right, the track joins a public road; just after the house,
turn right into a metalled lane with a Restricted Byway sign. 10 Pass a
couple more houses on the right then, when the surfaced track bends
right, take a green lane on the left (again with a Restricted Byway
sign). 11  Follow this hedged track to a T-junction, where you turn
right along another byway. 12 When you reach the road, turn right
then immediately left into yet another byway. 13 At the corner of a
field, join a narrower path between the trees and bushes on the right.
14  After 300 yards, turn right over a stile and cross two paddocks
separated by further stiles to reach Budworth Pool. 15 Turn left along
a fence, with the Pool to your right. 16 On reaching the road, turn
right and walk into Little Budworth and back to the pub and church.

Little Budworth Common
2¾ miles: Easy
Allow 1½–2 hours. May be muddy in places. No stiles.
1 From the front door, turn left and walk down the main village street.
Pass the end of Booth Avenue and continue past the Church Room on
your left. 2 At the War Memorial, carry straight on. 3 Pass the end of
Park Road (on the right) and a private road into the Oulton Estate
(left). 4 On the right-hand side of the road, a path leads into the trees;
follow it to emerge behind the toilet block in a car park. 5 Follow the
waymarked Heathland Trail. 6 Cross two driveways, still following the
Heathland Trail. 7 Bear right (the “third exit”) at a five-way junction.
8 On reaching a minor road, turn left to a T-junction with the Coach
Road, the main road through Little Budworth Common. 9 Cross and
follow the track opposite. 10 At a crossroad of tracks at the edge of
the wood, turn left (signposted ‘Smithy Lane’). 11 Turn immediately
left onto a narrow path leading to an area of open land. Follow the
path along the edge of the woodland, passing a log used as a bench
and with open land on your left. 12 When a path joins from the left,
bear right, with heathland still to your left. 13 The path leads through
a belt of birch trees and crosses a fenced path to return to open
heathland. 14 Bear right to meet a broad track, which you follow to

the left. 15 Cross another path and continue through the trees; in a
grassy area is a log carved into a dragon. 17 The path beyond leads
back to the Coach Road; turn right and follow the path parallel to the
road. 18 When you emerge from the trees by the road junction, cross
over and walk up to the grand gateway of Oulton Park. 19 Turn left
along the park wall and follow the road into Little Budworth, retracing
your earlier steps past the war memorial and back to the Red Lion.

Eaton and Luddington Hill
7½ miles: Moderate
Allow 3–4 hours. Some paths may be muddy, under crops or
overgrown.

1 From the front door, turn left and walk down the main village street.
2 At the phonebox, turn left into Booth Avenue. 3 Go straight on at
the junction with Townfield Drive and cross the stile at the end of the
road beside the gate. 4 Follow the hedge to another stile, and then a
third. 5 Cross a field to a stile into an estate road within Oulton Park.
6 Turn left and follow the road past the buildings of Home Farm.
7 After 500 yards walk follow the road between the buildings of
Lower Farm then turn right over a stile onto a footpath. 8 Follow the
hedge to the corner of the woods within Oulton Park. 9 In the corner,
ignore the first stile on your left but cross the second, next to a metal
field gate. 10 Follow the hedge, then fence, then wall, with the
woodlands of Oulton Park on your right. 11 After a series of stiles you
pass behind Parkwall Farm before bearing left to a double gate into a
country lane. 12 Turn right and follow the lane past a house, then a
second on a left-hand bend. 13 When the lane bends right, take a
footpath over a stile straight on and walk down the field to a stile into
another lane. 14  Cross the road to a stile and footpath opposite.
15 The path bears half-left diagonally across the field, but if the line is
not obvious you may find it easier to follow the right-hand edges of
the field. 16 In the far left-hand corner, cross a stile and drop down a
bank. 17 The path continues diagonally, but this time if the line is not
obvious follow the left-hand edges of the field. A stile on the left leads
out to a lane. 18 Turn right and follow the road into Eaton, passing the
listed Lower House Farm on your right. 19  Beyond the school
entrance, turn left into Winterford Lane. 20 At the bottom, turn right
and follow Edgewell Lane, firstly through modern housing but latterly
past a couple of rewarding half-timbered buildings. 21 Turn right at
the end of the road, passing the church to reach the village cross.
22 Turn right then immediately left into Lightfoot Lane. 23 Beyond the
houses this develops into a hollow way and passes through a small
disused stone quarry. 24 At an oak tree bearing a sign for the 9th tee,
turn right along the byway through the golf course. 25 At the top end
of the course, turn left through a metal kissing gate and follow the
hedge down to the A49. 26  Turn right along the narrow pavement
then, beyond a number of entrances, cross to a footpath sign by a
stile on the left-hand side. 27 Go down wooden steps to a second stile
and walk down the side of the field beyond. 28 After a stile in the

corner, continue to a footbridge on the left. A short but potentially
muddy stretch alongside the stream leads to a stile into a field on the
other side. 29 Bear right to the bottom of the valley and cross a stile
beneath a tree. 30 Turn right and follow an attractive path alongside
a narrow millpond. 31 Towards the end of the water, turn right
through a couple of gates and cross a footbridge to emerge on a
narrow lane. 32 Turn left and walk up the road to a T-junction. 33 Turn
right and walk along Utkinton Lane for about quarter of a mile,
passing the thatched Mosley Brook Cottage on your left. 34 Walk past
Utkinton Lodge Farm on your right, at the bottom of Hollins
Hill. 35 Carry straight on at the junction with Briar Lane. 36 Cross the
B5351 Stable Lane and walk past the church to the A49. 37 Cross
carefully and turn left. 38 At  a layby, take a restricted byway over the
stream beyond the telephone booth. 39 The byway starts as a narrow
path then becomes a sunken way before meeting a wider
track. 40 Follow the track ahead; beyond Hunters Cottage it becomes
a grassy green lane. 41 At a crossroads of tracks, turn right
(signposted to Smithy Lane).

Now follow steps 11 to 19 of the Little Budworth Common walk to
return to the Red Lion.

The Red Lion Inn is a friendly Pub, Restaurant & Bed &
Breakfast conveniently located in the delightful village of

Little Budworth, close to the local amenities that Tarporley
has to offer. Oulton Park Motor Racing Circuit is a 5-minute

walk away and the beautiful Little Budworth Common is very
close by and has many walks and pathways. There's easy

access to the historic towns and cities of Chester, Northwich,
Middlewich and Nantwich. The Red Lion is a perfect base to

explore the area.

Whether you are here for business or pleasure, you can
always be assured of a very warm welcome.

open
Mon–Fri 12 noon–2.30pm,
5pm to close
Sat–Sun open all day

food
Mon–Thu 12–2pm, 5.30–8pm
Fri 12–2pm, 5.30–9pm
Sat–Sun food served all day

The Red Lion
Vicarage Lane, Little Budworth,Tarporley,

Cheshire CW6 9BY

tel 01829 760 275
email redlioninnlittlebudworth@gmail.com

web www.redlionlittlebudworth.com


